
THE BELL TOWER 

 
 
 
 

 

Emily’s Chronicles 

 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” – Romans 15:13 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Cody UMC,  

It is that time of year– Fall! The air is starting to turn crisp and brisk, the nights are getting    
shorter, and there is a sense of newness underway. This feeling of renewal brings hope for what 
is ahead. Rather than seeing the things that are fading away, we can see the new things that are 
in store for us in this season.  

I know last Fall things looked dreary. There was much chaos in the world, and at times I feel like 
we are reliving that very chaos. But we must let those fears and anxieties fade away. Let them 
fall like the leaves that will fall from the trees. Let your worries go into the crisp Fall breeze and 
let God fill you with hope and joy.  

Know that God is present as we enter into this changing season. Open yourself to God’s      
presence and be open to the change that God has instore for you. Just as the leaves change  
colors, we too must change with the season.  

     

Peace and Blessings, 

 Pastor Emily 

Pastor Emily L. Rettinghouse                                              

September 2021 



Cody United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting - August 10, 2021 

 

DISCUSSION OF MINUTES - ACTION* Minutes APPROVED as written 

OLD BUSINESS 

Church Mugs Discussion 

 The mugs are just sitting in the cupboard now. It is necessary to use the Sanitizer for the   

 mugs.  Ad Council will make sure that the special instructions for the sanitizer are available to 

 those who will be using the machine and Carolyn volunteered to assist with instructions.   

 ACTION* MOTION to have the individuals/groups who are using the kitchen decide if they want 

 to use the mugs or use paper cups, also that the Special Sanitizer Instructions will be followed.  

 This will be reviewed in a few months. 

 MOTION SECONDED – MOTION PASSED 

Equalization Member to Annual Conference 

 Ann Armel will be Equalization Member and she can decide to attend by Zoom or in person     

 October 21-24, 2021. 

Membership Classes 

 Will be in the Fall after Pastor returns from Maternity Leave. Classes will be held after Worship on 

 Sundays. Renewal membership classes are also being considered. 

Status of new Directory 

 Congregation members are encouraged to submit their changes to Dave (ASAP) as the Directory 

 will be coming out this Fall. Pat will put a reminder in the bulletins and newsletter. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

SPR 

 A request was presented for a Leave of Absence for Karen Bree.  Kennedy Corr has found three 

 members who can fill in for Karen during her absence - Marge Bailey, Carol Wagner and Diane 

 Ballard.  Kennedy and Pastor Emily will collaborate on the music and Bryan will coordinate the 

 PowerPoint slides with Kennedy as backup when Bryan is not available.  Regular compensation, 

 less the amount paid to the substitutes, will fund this Leave of Absence and the budget will not be 

 affected.  The Leave will begin September 1
st
 and the end date will be discussed after eight 

 weeks of the Leave. 

 ACTION *MOTION – The Ad Council agrees to grant Karen Bree a Leave of Absence Starting on 

 September 1, 2021 and continuing for eight weeks.  After the eight-week period, the SPR/ Ad 

 Council will review this arrangement.  The previously mentioned funding will be used for this 

 Leave. MOTION SECONDED AND PASSED 

FINANCE 

 Giving is on track. Bryan needs all Committee budgets to be submitted by November for the 

 Charge Conference. Bryan will be sending out budget information to Committees in Sept.     

 Computer & AV Technology: 

 ChurchTrac, our new Software, is working well. It is a cost saver for us, and it outperforms our 

 last software. Purchasing a PTZ camera for the sound booth was discussed. It would allow more 

 camera coverage and would be more efficient. 

 ACTION * MOTION – Ad Council purchase a PTZ Camera for the Sound Booth.                      

 MOTION SECONDED AND PASSED 
 



SAFETY 
Things have changed and cases of COVID are continuing to spike. Governor Gordon’s mask 
optional policy is still in place.  Our congregation still has options of streaming our Worship   
Service.  In person worship is with or without masks, and social distancing.  The Safety Team 
will meet September 7

 
to discuss these issues. 

WORSHIP 
This Sunday our Worship service will be at Trinity Lutheran Church at 9:30 a.m. and there will 
be a brunch following the Service.  Pat will send an email out to confirm details with Trinity     
Lutheran Church.  Worship Committee will provide Quiches and salad and serve the food.   
Kennedy and John Kelley will provide the special music. 

  Our next big project we are working on is Laity Sunday on Oct. 17. 

  A SPECIAL THANK YOU goes out to Francie Audier for hosting, arranging, and preparing a  
  wonderful dinner for the Wyoming Corp of Service Spiritual Growth Group. Also, A SPECIAL  
  THANK YOU to her Kitchen Helpers and the Members of our Church who attended the event! 

MEMBERSHIP/NURTURE  
The pancake breakfast was a success, and we have had requests to do it again next year, 
possibly the first Sunday in August. Membership would like to continue doing Welcoming and  
introducing of visitors at Worship Services through September, and designate May -           
September as permanent months for visitor introductions. 
A Membership List is being prepared for Charge Conference in November.  Dave and Carolyn 
will be assembling that list. 
Our new Name Tags have been very well received! 
 

Discipling Team 
   The team will be doing the September 12 Worship Service; plans are in the works. 
 
TRUSTEES 

No projects at the present time. In September Francie and Gene will be painting the Sanctuary 
doors. The windows for the parsonage have arrived and will be installed.  Their to-do list        
includes cleaning the gutters by the kitchen and purchasing more Handicapped parking signs.  

  
MISSIONS 

The Missions Committee’s Sunday Worship service went very well.  There is a bake sale 
planned for this Fall.  The committee is still collecting for the Cody Cupboard. 

  
OTHER BUSINESS 
Kennedy will be having a meeting soon with those members who are interested in being in Choir.  
 
Pastor Emily’s Remarks 
Emily and family are doing well 
Pastor will be gone October 19 – 24 for Annual Conference. 
Ordination papers are due November 1, 2021.  A member of the Board of Ordination Ministries will 
be observing a CUMC Worship Service, sometime in the future, and will be asking members of our 
church for input on how things are going.   
Pastor Emily is preparing for her Ordination presentation in March 2022.  Our District is presently 
having monthly Zooms with Pastors and Laity and they are planning to meet in-person. 
 
Next Meeting – September 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kandi Parker, Recording Secretary 



Cody United Methodist Church 

Administrative Council/ Safety Meeting 
August 20, 2021 

OPENING PRAYER – Pastor Emily 
 
EXPLAINATION FOR MEETING - Kris Coleman 
 
This is an emergency meeting of Ad Council and Safety team to address the present situation of five 
members being exposed to COVID-19 on Sunday, August 15, 2021, at our Tri-Church Worship    
Service at Trinity Lutheran Church.  Our five members, which will be referred to as ‘The Kitchen 
Five’, were serving food after the service.  They were masked and gloved the entire time while they 
were in the kitchen.  A member of Trinity Lutheran came into the kitchen during the last part of the 
brunch to empty the garbage and clean up the kitchen.   
On Thursday, August 19, 2021, two members of the Worship Committee, Jenny Zink and Kandi   
Parker, received an email from Pastor Kay Wittman, Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, informing us 
that the man in the kitchen had tested positive for COVID-19 and that the ‘Kitchen Five’ had all been 
exposed. 
Jenny immediately called to see if we could get tested but was told that unless we have symptoms 
they would not test us.  Others on the Worship Committee were informed of the situation at their 
meeting that day. 
Kris Coleman, Ad Council Chair and Byron Coleman, Safety Team Chair were informed of the       
situation and an Ad Council and Safety Team meeting was set up for Friday, August 20, 2021 at 
11:00am. This meeting was to discuss the options for Sunday Worship Service.  The goal was to 
come up with a solution that would be the least disruptive for our church members.  After much     
discussion it was MOVED AND SECONDED THAT: 
1 – the ‘Kitchen Five’ would not come to church on Sunday, August 22, 2021; 
2 – there would be no Fellowship hour on Sunday and everyone would leave the church after the    
   Worship Service; 
3 – Pat will send an email to our members explaining the situation and what will be happening on   
   Sunday; and 
4 – Kris and Byron will call all of our Members who attended the Trinity Service to explain the             
    situation and what will be happening on Sunday. 
 
Byron said that the Safety Committee will address this issue at their next meeting, September 7, 
2021. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kandi Parker, Recording Secretary 



The Safety Team, in close coordination 
with Church Council, is continuing to 
monitor the growing COVID infection 
rate in our area. Any changes, if any, in 
how we intend to keep the Church safe 
from this new variant will be made 
known to the congregation immediately. 

The Safety Team 

Reminder!   

Deadline for Changes September 6 

New Church Directory coming this October!  Check your               

information and picture in the current directory.  

If you want changes, let Dave Shaw, Carolyn Bentzen, or Pat Salyer 

know of any changes ASAP.  

UPDATE your picture by Sept. 6—If you like, Dave or Pat can take a 

new picture with their cell phones to replace the picture currently in the 

Directory.   

Please take a look at the extra Directories at the back of the Sanctuary 

or in Koelmel Hall by the coffee pots.  Thank you! 

Bell Choir 

    Calling all Ringers! We will be starting 
bells up again September 9th @ 6pm. I 
am looking forward to working with our 
new Music Director Kennedy Corr and 
seeing everyone's cheery faces. Anyone 
who is interested in ringing, even if you 
don't have a lot of musical background, 
please feel free to come join us. We will 
be losing Angela Henrich. She will be 
heading out to Oregon to complete her 
college degree and we wish her well. So 
that means we do have at least 1 spot we 
will need to fill. Performances TBD after 
our first meeting with Kennedy and crew. 
Can't wait to see all of you! 

Suzanne Palmer 



 

FROM MEMBERSHIP/NURTURE COMMITTEE: 

Thank you for participating in the Pancake Breakfast. 

The food was great (even though we ran out of 
meat). 

Our thanks to Ron and Theresa Harris who give their 
time and talent to us.  We will repeat this event in 
2022 with more meat!! 

Special thanks to the committee members, Lu 
Shuler, Annie Koelmel, Lynn Whitmer, Dave Shaw, 
Judie McGary and Dixie Barnhart for their hard work. 

 

United Methodist Women (UMW) 

Welcome September and Welcome back to UMW!  We plan to meet Wednesday, September 8, at 
Noon in Koelmel Hall.  Our hostesses, Marcia Dorn and Annie Koelmel will make a light summer 
soup for lunch with gluten free bread/rolls and sherbet for dessert.  Program at 12:30 p.m. with Robin   
Cutler from Park County Archives. 

Mission Team will meet prior to the Unit Meeting at 11:00 a.m., September 8 in the Church Parlor.  

Circles will meet: 

Naomi - Monday, 9/20, 6:30 P.M., Koelmel Hall 

Rebekah - Tuesday, 9/21, 1:00 P.M., Koelmel Hall    

We are looking forward to being together again and warmly welcome all of our members, plus any  
ladies new to our church community.  Hope to see you Wednesday, 9/8 at UMW and at one of our  
Circle meetings.   

Karen Birzer, UMW President     



CODY CUPBOARD UPDATE 

January through August 2021 

 

 January   45 Pounds 

 February 124 Pounds 

 March   53 Pounds 

 1
st
 Quarter Total 222 Pounds 

 

  April   27 Pounds 

 May   35 Pounds 

 June/July 110 Pounds 

 2nd Quarter Total 172 Pounds 

  

 August   77 Pounds 

 

 GRAND TOTAL 471 Pounds 

 

Wonderful giving!  Thank you Cody United Methodist Church! 

 

Please drop off donations on the 1
st
 Sunday of Each Month! 

 

 

 

 

  



Worship Committee News: 

AUGUST was a busy month with a few changes.  August 15:  The scheduled get together for the 3 
churches - Trinity Lutheran, Christ Episcopal, and the Cody UMC was very well attended and a great 
success!  We (UMC) cooked 34 quiches and made 2 huge salads for the brunch after the service. 
Trinity Lutheran set up tables and provided all the plates/plastic ware etc. and helped us in their  
kitchen.  Thank you to Nancy Cook, Jeanne Blenkinsop,  Carolyn Bentzen and Kandi Parker for the 
extra help preparing and serving.     

The service was made up with all 3 churches participating and a meaningful representation from our 
3 regular worship services.  We estimated well over 100 attended - some from cars and trucks sitting 
on the tailgate to lawn chairs in the parking lot.  An open tent covering, for those who did not want too 
much sun -  chairs (courtesy of UMC).  Many thanks to Byron Coleman and Gene Parker for          
arranging to pick them up and transport them there and back.  We all agreed we should do this 
again...perhaps next summer!   

A few changes to the August 22nd service - Thank you to Jann Smith, Ann Armel, Jack Wagner and 
Karen Birzer for stepping up to the plate and taking over the service due to a change in the scheduled 
service.  We are so fortunate to have members who are ready, willing and definitely able to step up!  

A huge thank you  to Jann Smith for the lovely new banners she made for her "Quilting" message.  
They are now in the sanctuary and are so appreciated! 

Joan and Stan Wolcott will take the position of Head Ushers for September.  Thank You!   As we   
approach September and Fall, we look forward to new and interesting messages along with         
Communion on September 5th.  Pastor Emily returns to the pulpit on September 19 and we all look 
forward to her return.   

Blessings, 

Jenny Zink and the Worship Committee 

BIBLE STUDY STARTING AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER: 

 I am happy to inform you that we now plan to meet in person in the Grimes Home at Thomas 
Apostle Center with the first session Tuesday September 28 at 10:30AM 

Our subject for this session will be to meet the Directors at TAC, both recent graduates of the 
Duke  University Theological College as well as to discuss what we collectively wish to study 
this next year. 

 I have invited a few others to join us and suggest we post notice of our group activity with each 
church bulletin as I believe we should go out of our way to be inclusive. 

 More details as we draw near but I did want to get this notice out early. 

 Enjoy life, 

 Wally 

Cody UMC Contact for the Bible Study:                                                                                     
Francie Audier, 587-3300, email: faudieraix@gmail.com 



Youth Group 

School has started and that means that youth group is right around the corner.  Our first meeting will 
be September 15.  This year we have many fun new things planned. We will be combining with Christ 
Episcopal, Presbyterian and Lutheran churches this year. So there will be lots of kids from  Middle 
School to High School coming together to have fun, learn, share, pray and most importantly eat!  We 
will meet every Wednesday 6pm - 7:30pm and each church will take a month with each week      
concentrating on one particular topic. They are as follows: 

1. Fun and games 
2. Community Service 
3. Scripture based activity 
4. Music 
 
These will not be in any particular order, each church will choose in what order to present. 

September will be hosted by Cody United Methodist Church 

October will be at Trinity Lutheran Church 

November will be the First Presbyterian Church of Cody 

December (the first 2 weeks) will be at Christ Episcopal (If there are too many holiday event      
conflicts, then they will cancel and will take January.) 

We will adjust meeting days and times if any conflicts arise and decide on 2022 church rotation       
later on this year. 

We are still working out the meal part, whether each church will try and supply the meals or the     
Presbyterian Church would just take care of all meals. So, we will have that all figured out closer to 
our first meeting.  

Even though I had hoped to not have to worry about Covid this Fall it has once again become a    
concern.  As the year progresses we will honor and abide by any decisions that each church makes 
concerning health precautions.  

We look forward to seeing all of you very soon and please invite anyone you feel would like to come 
and participate. 

 

Sunday School 

We will be starting a new curriculum this year called Celebrate Wonder All Ages.  The format is 
close to the Deep Blue one room series we have done the last few years so it should have the same 
flow that the kids are used to. Sunday school will start back up September 5th and will be held during 
church service. Justin and Kywani have been a blessing by stepping in and teaching the Sunday 
school program and the nursery. Please make sure to thank them for all their hard work. If you know 
of any families that are new to the area or our church please invite them to come and participate with 
us. May this 21-22 year be a blessed one. 

 

Love and God Bless,        

Suzanne Palmer  
Education Committee Chair 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   CMS Team     

11 a.m. in Parlor 

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

10 am Sunday  

Worship—Holy 

Communion    

with Rev. Zach 

Bechtold 

LABOR DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

Safety Committee 

1:30 p.m. 

 

UMW Mission 

Team at 11 a.m. 

UMW ~ NOON 

Join us in      

Koelmel Hall 

 

 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

10 am  Sunday 

Worship by         

Discipling Team  

Membership Mtg. 

11:15 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Ad Council 7 pm 

  

Worship  

Committee  

1:30 pm 

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

10 am Sunday   

Worship-Pastor 

Emily back! 

Trustees  11 a.m. 

     

Naomi Circle  

6:30 p.m.        

Koelmel Hall 

 

Rebekah Circle 
1pm Koelmel Hall 

1st Day of Fall  

 

  

26 27 28 29 30 Oct. 1 Oct. 2 

10 am  Sunday 

Worship 

 

 Circle J’s See-Ya-

Summer Potluck 

11am-3pm in Ten 

Sleep 

   Circle J 

Apple 

Fest 

10am-

4pm 

September     

2021 

You have tremendous potential! 



 

“Be quick to give a meal 
to the hungry, a bed to 
the homeless—
cheerfully. Be generous 
with the different things 
God gave you, passing 
them around so all get 
in on it.”    

1 Peter 4:9-10,              
The Message 

 

Good Samaritan Fund Update 

Helping Cody families since 2018 to August 2021 = 43 months 

105 families helped! 

$15,069 given to keep the utilities on, help with housing, medicine, 
transportation, food and emergency shelter. 

That means we give approximately $350 per month to help Cody 
and Park County families.   

Math does not reflect the wonderful impact the Good Samaritan 
Fund has.   

The real story is amazing!  The Lord has worked saving miracles 
through your generous support!  A report will be given in October 
during a Sunday’s Our Life Together message. 

 

Cody United Methodist Church 

PO Box 1416 

Cody WY 82414 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  John 21:15 

church website:     https://www.codyumc.com 

https://www.codyumc.com/

