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Emily’s Chronicles 
 

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to    
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” – Galatians 5:13-14 NRSV 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Cody UMC,  

I wanted to continue my monthly insert while on maternity leave, so we have a way to stay     
connected (and I can share Thea pictures when she makes her entrance in the world!).  While I 
know my time away will be challenging with a newborn, there is a sense of freedom in this time. 
Freedom to discover myself as a mother and to be unapologetically present with my baby.  

Isn’t freedom a funny thing? We see freedom as a means to do whatever or say whatever     
without restraint. Yet as Christians we see that freedom does not give us a free pass to do   
whatever or say whatever we want. We are called to be free from fear and hatred, and that 
means using our gift of freedom for justice, compassion, and love for our neighbors.  

It is easy to say that we are a people of freedom, but if we truly look around our world, we see 
that freedom is not the reality for some. Freedom does come at a price. Freedom requires that 
we are not imprisoned by those things that pull us away from God. Our bigotry, hatred, fear, and 
lack of understanding inhibits us from actually being free. It seems that one nation under God 
sometimes puts God under the nation. Rather than serving God and loving others, we use our 
“freedom” as an excuse to push agendas and turn away from those who are different than us. 

May we turn to God and see how freedom calls us into something deeper and bigger than merely 
saying we are free, but rather being truly free. So while we enjoy the barbeques, fireworks, and 
celebration of our freedom, remember who it is we ultimately serve and who actually makes us 
free!  

 
Peace and Blessings,  

   Pastor Emily 

Pastor Emily L Rettinghouse 

July 2021 



Cody United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting 

June 15, 2021 
 
OPENING PRAYER – Pastor Emily 
DISCUSSION OF MINUTES; ACTION: Minutes Approved as written. 
OLD BUSINESS 
*Alliance Christian Counseling has moved into their office in our church building.   
*The locks on the office door were changed for security purposes.  
* Gene will get the Contract to Ashley Skates, Director/Alliance Christian Counseling.  
* There was discussion about installing a doorbell and it was decided that we would wait and see if 
that is necessary. 
*4th of July plans discussed: 
*We need to continue announcing at Worship and in the newsletter that the time of Worship has 
been changed to 9:00 AM on July 4. 
*We now have enough volunteers to help with the Picnic. 
*As of now we have two games that will be set up on the church lawn – Corn Hole and Ladder Ball. 
*We will be advertising on KODI Radio. KODI has invited church members to talk about the event 
on the Morning Program.  It will also be mentioned each morning during the week of the 4th.  KODI 
is also going to tag some ad spots for our advertising.  We will be advertising on the Community 
Calendar, Reader Boards around town, and in the newspaper. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Francie Audier asked to address the Council concerning a new program in which the Episcopal 
Church is involved.  It is a spiritual growth, nonprofit group that trains and sends volunteers out into 
the community to help those in need.  Francie would like our church to sponsor a short program 
and a light meal to be shared by both of our congregations to welcome Allen Doyle, Director of  
Wyoming Service Corp, and six new Service Corp recruits.  
ACTION – The Council APPROVED THE REQUEST and Francie will be heading up the     
endeavor. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
TRUSTEES 
*There will be no meeting on Sunday. 
*An AC Unit will be purchased for the Parsonage. 
*The windows have been ordered for the Parsonage. 
 
SPR 
*We will be working on the Pastor Evaluation Report at the June 22

nd
 meeting.  It needs to be   

completed by July 31, 2021. 
*We will also be reviewing our Volunteer Pastor Sunday Schedule. 
 
EDUCATION 
*There will be No VBS this year due to COVID and lack of volunteers. 
*Senior Sunday was a success, and the parents of the graduates appreciated our efforts. 
*There is no start date for Youth Group yet. 
 
WORSHIP 
*Craig’s retirement celebration went very well, and everyone enjoyed the fellowship. 
*The Church will be honoring all the Men in our Church on Father’s Day, June 20.  Olive Wood 
handheld crosses will be given out to show our appreciation. 
*We have had several visitors to our Church recently which is exciting. 
*Carolyn Bentzen is a new member to the Worship Committee and will be in charge of setting up 
Ushers for Sunday Worship. 
*The Committee is also working on their Volunteer Pastor Sunday Service in July. 



 MEMBERSHIP/NURTURE  
*The New Name Tags have been ordered. 
*Care Cards are being sent to members. 
*The new Directory will hopefully be out this Fall.  If you want a new picture in the Directory and/or 
you have new contact information, please contact Dave Shaw. 
*We are hoping to start a Membership Class in the Fall.  There will be more information as plans are 
made. 
 
MISSIONS 
*The Committee is continuing to work on their Hospice Group Program with Trevor Cook for their  
Volunteer Pastor Sunday Service in August. 
 
DISCIPLESHIP  
*The Committee is planning on offering a Social Principles Class tentatively starting in January 2022 
through March 2022. 
*The team is also working on their Volunteer Pastor Sunday Service in September. 
 
FINANCE 
*The Committee purchased a Church Management Software Program recently and are very pleased 
with its capabilities. 
*The budget is in good shape at this point. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
*There was a discussion about having flowers in the Sanctuary again.  We will be working on that 
item. 
*There was a discussion about using our Church Mugs during Fellowship instead of using paper or 
plastic cups.  We will continue this discussion. 
 
PASTOR EMILY’S REMARKS 
*Emily met with Bishop Oliveto and others from Mountain Sky recently.  Bishop Oliveto informed the 
group that General Conference will be May 2022.  There have been no decisions made about Gen-
eral Conference issues at this time.   
*Our Annual Conference will be held October 21 through October 24, 2021, in Ogden Utah.  We need 
someone from our Church to be an Equalization Representative at Annual Conference this year.  If 
you are interested, please contact Pastor Emily. 
 
NEXT MEETING – July 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kandi Parker, Recording Secretary 



CUMC & CEC Teaming Up to Welcome Wyoming Service Corps 

CUMC will be hosting Christ Episcopal Church for a brief program and light dinner on August 4, 
2021 at 6:00 PM.  Our churches will be welcoming Allen Doyle, the director of the Wyoming  
Service Corps (sponsored by the Episcopal Church) along with six new service corps recruits. 
They are recent college  graduates who will be mentored by Allen and the Episcopal Church for 
ten months from August 21 through May 22. 

Allen Doyle is the son of two Methodist Ministers and a graduate of an Episcopal Seminary.  He 
works part time at Christ Episcopal Church in Cody, he is an adjunct professor teaching on-line 
college courses as well as the Director of the newly created WY Service Corps Program. The 
Corps members will be working at various non-profit organizations in Cody such as The Free 
Clinic, The Bargain Box and the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center. The purpose of the         
Wyoming Service Corps Program is to provide spiritual direction focused on bringing greater  
individual understanding of the divine.  Daily and weekly devotions will include worship,          
discernment and time for reflection as each corps member finds his or her way closer to our    
triune God.  The members will also participate in exploring Wyoming’s natural beauty.   

If you are interested in welcoming these young people to our community and would like to share 
your support and friendship, I encourage you to attend this event with Allen, the new recruits and 
our brothers and sisters from Christ Episcopal Church. 

Submitted by Francie Audier 

MEMBERSHIP/NURTURE NOTE: 

Permanent plastic nametags are on the way.  They will fasten with 
a magnet.  There will be a board in the narthex that will hold the 
nametags.  When you come on Sunday, just grab your nametag off 
the board.  You then have the option to attach your tag to the 
board as you are leaving or keep the nametag and remember to 
wear it each Sunday. 

Blessings, 

Carolyn Benzten and the Membership/Nurture Committee 

Please sign up to host 

fellowship hour after 

Worship Service in 

Koelmel Hall. 



Summer Worship Service Schedule July—August, 2021: 

July 4  Rev. Mary Barbee & Communion, starts 9:00 AM 

July 11  Good Samaritan Team leads Worship 

July 18  Jann Smith leads Worship 

July 25  Worship Committee leads Worship 

Aug. 1  Rev. Mark Callhoun leads Worship 

Aug. 8  Missions Committee leads Worship & Sing-a-long 

Aug. 15  Ministerial Association—meet at Trinity Lutheran Church.   

    Meal after service provided by Cody UMC. 

Aug. 22  John Hallcroft, Circle J Camp, leads Worship 

Aug. 29  UMW leads Worship 

Sept. 5  Rev. Zach Bechtold leads Worship 

Sept. 12 Discipling Team leads Worship 

Sept. 19 Pastor Emily back! 

SAFETY TEAM REPORT 

Your Safety Team has decided to continue sanitizing the Sanctuary every Saturday afternoon 
through tourist season. We will meet again after Labor Day to decide how we will go forward 
from there. 

Committee and group meetings held in Koelmel Hall and the library will continue to be sanitized 
after their meetings indefinitely, with the responsibility for that being that of the committee or 
group. Printed directions and sanitizing supplies are located in the kitchen. 

JULY 4th CELEBRATION 

We will have a July 4th celebration after our early Worship service and the parade. There will 
be music by the “Morning Glories” as well as hot dogs, chips, cookies, and cold water          
compliments of Cody UMC. 

Come join us for the fun! 



Sometimes during the office hours of 9 AM – 1:30 PM 

Monday-Thursday, Pat is offsite on church business,    

running errands, paying bills, getting supplies, etc.  Please 

leave a voicemail or email, so Pat can respond when she 

is next in the office.  Thank you for your  flexibility. 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

Worship Committee News 

Our Attendance has been up and it's great to see so many visitors from all across the US and also 
our family members and friends who have been visiting.  

We celebrated Father's Day (June 20) with a wooden pocket sized Cross for the Gentlemen in our 
congregation. Many thanks to the Parker's young grandsons for passing these out.  Following the 
service we enjoyed Donut for Dads and fruit goodies. Thanks to Pat & Howard Salyer and Truth.  

 Don't forget to make use of the fans in the pews if it gets a little too warm during the service on the 
sizzling Sunday mornings.  

July 4th will be a Special Worship Time of 9am - due to the Cody July 4th Parade and lots happening 
with this National Holiday.  If you are attending we will have a breakfast bar, coffee and water for you 
to take to the Parade as you exit.  Rev. Mary Barbee will lead the Worship and Communion Service.  

Flowers: It was so special to see fresh flowers last Sunday, donated by Jane Rose.  If you have a 
special recognition, birthday, anniversary, honoring someone special or a departed relative/friend, or 
just because,  please sign up (the chart is on the notice board in Koelmel Hall) and let Pat know in 
the office so she can include it in the Bulletin.   

Thanks to Tom & Nancy Cook for being Head Ushers for June.  

Head Ushers for July: Dixie Barnhart and Denise Arthur.  Thank You for volunteering.   

…...by Jenny Zink 



UMW & Circle News 

Naomi Circle Family Picnic—Monday, July 19, Hugh Smith Park, 5:30 p.m. 

Smith Park is at: 131—19th Street in Cody.  We’ll meet at 5:30 p.m. and start eating around 

6:00 p.m.  Lynn Whitmer is bring a big spiral ham to share, Judie will bring dessert for all, Pat 

will have paper products and plastic ware to share, everyone else please bring a side dish to 

share and your own beverage.  

Rebekah Circle—Church Kitchen cleaning duty in July. 

UMW Picnic—August 11, Noon at Mentock Park.  Everyone bring a picnic goodie to share.  

This is our annual carry-in picnic.  Beverages and table service will be provided. 

UMW Church Service—UMW will lead worship on Sunday, August 29, 10:00 a.m. What a 

great time to share the history and mission of UMW with the congregation!  Sign up with Karen 

Birzer or Lynn Whitmer to help.  A planning meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 8 at 10:00 

a.m. at the Church.  All UMW Exec. Team Members invited to attend this planning session. 

 

SAVE the DATE...The Membership/Nurture Committee will host a  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST, Sunday, August 1 

immediately following the Sunday Worship Service to welcome 
new members to the church.  YUM! 

 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

       

4  Communion 5 6 7 8 9 10 

9 am Sunday      

Worship—Rev. Mary 

Barbee                    

In-Person & Online 

Stream                 

Cody Cupboard    

donations please. 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW Exec. 

Team 10 a.m. 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

10 am Sunday 

Worship—Good 

Samaritan Team 

Membership/

Nurture  11 am 

In-Person & Online 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Worship  

Committee  

1:30 p.m. 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10 am Sunday   

Worship—Jann 

Smith 

Trustees  11 am 

In-Person & Online  

     

Naomi Circle 

Family Picnic 

Meet 5:30 p.m. 

Smith Park 

 

 

Church Council   

7 pm 

  

 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

10 am  Sunday 

Worship—Worship 

Committee   

Missions Comm. 11 

In-Person & Online  

  

 

SPRC  5:30 p.m. 

    

July 2021 



 

“Be quick to give a 
meal to the hungry, a 
bed to the home-
less—cheerfully. Be 
generous with the   
different things God 
gave you, passing 
them around so all 
get in on it.”    

1 Peter 4:9-10,              
The Message 

 

  

       Cody Cupboard Update 

  
 

Bring your donations to the church the 1st Sunday 
of the month!   

 
 

Thank you CUMC!  

Your Missions Committee      

 

 

 

 

Cody United Methodist Church 

PO Box 1416 

Cody WY 82414 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  John 21:15 

 


