
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Emily’s Chronicles                           January 2021 

“Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of 
one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.” 2 Corinthians 13:11 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Cody UMC,  

We can finally say 2020 is behind us! We are graciously waiting for what 2021 will bring. While this 
past year had many challenges, I believe it is important for us to look back at what we have learned, 
what we have gained, and what we want to let go.  

It has been a year of transition, difficulties, hurt, joy, and angst. There have been moments that we 
have not been proud of. Moments where we felt our hearts sink. I know for me I have been ready for 
2020 to end. And yet, even with all the challenges and changes I have gained so much; more than I 
ever thought I would.  

I gained an amazing church family. Notice I said family, which means that you are more than just a 
church to me. We as family face things together. We disagree, we may even argue. We may feel 
hurt. At the end of the day, I know that I can come to you and say “I love you. I know what your      
intentions were.” I can say with joy that you all have taught me what it means to be vulnerable and to 
embrace change with patience and grace.  

There are so many things I look forward to for 2021. Not just personally, but for the church. We here 
at Cody UMC are ready to move forward. We are ready to start new things and to grow. We are 
ready for the Holy Spirit to work in our lives and guide us. There may be times where we falter,    
worry, doubt, and maybe even want to give in. Just know that we are FAMILY and we will be         
together to help process, support, and love one another and all people throughout this new year and 
beyond. May it be that we continue to be united even in the midst of differences, and that we make 
2021 a year that revitalizes and renews our spirits.  

Peace and Blessings,  

Emily Rettinghouse 

Pastor Emily L Rettinghouse 

 

 

 

The Bell Tower 



Cody United Methodist Church 
SPECIAL COVID-19 MEETING 

December 12, 2020 
 

PRESENT:  Pastor Emily, Byron & Kris Coleman, Dave Shaw, Gretchen Henrich, Joyce Taylor, Gene 
& Kandi Parker, Bryan & Ann Armel, Suzanne Palmer, Denny McGary, Robert Mitchell, Ron Daniels, 
Linda Bell, Carrie Sheffield, Nancy Cook, Don A & Norma Schlaf. 
OPENING PRAYER – Pastor Emily 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Pastor Emily asked for a report from the Safety Team.  Byron reported that the CDC, Church Mutual, 
and the Governor are standing firm on the present restrictions – Masks, Distancing 6’, Hand washing, 
and 30 people limit on gatherings.  Also, the cases are going up exponentially in Wyoming, at       
present.  The Governor stated that the present restrictions will be in force until January 8, 2021.  At 
that time, he will reevaluate the COVID situation. 
The Bishop is still asking churches to stay closed until January 31, 2021. 
There was a good discussion about the pros and cons of both remaining closed and opening-up to  
in-person worship.  Most of the attendees felt that there had not been enough of a change in the 
COVID cases, hospitalizations, or deaths in Park County and Wyoming to consider opening the 
church yet. 
ACTION: The group voted to remain closed until January 9, 2021.  At that time, the group will recon-
vene to examine the COVID numbers, and decide about reopening the church. The group also voted 
to open the fellowship hall/ parlor for small group meetings with present restrictions required.  
 
The next discussion was centered around “What could we do to help keep people in the congregation 
involved with each other during this Pandemic?”  Suggestions presented: 

*writing notes of appreciation to others in our congregation, especially those who are isolated 
*using the Calling Angels to reach out to our members 
*having a Drive-By Caroling night 
*providing a Zoom opportunity for intentional prayer or just to visit with one another 
*having a ‘Drop-In’ time at the church for members to come by for prayer and to enjoy the 
Sanctuary decorations 
*doing a live Nativity Scene at the church 

 
All the suggestions will be addressed by the Worship committee. 
The small groups that were planning to meet off site this week will be informed that they can meet at 
the church. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Kandi Parker, Recording Secretary 



Cody United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council meeting 

December 15, 2020 
 

PRESENT – Pastor Emily, Byron & Kris Coleman, Dave Shaw, Gene & Kandi Parker, Karen Birzer, 

Suzanne Palmer, Gretchen Henrich, Ann Armel, Linda Bell, and Carrie Sheffield. 

OPENING PRAYER – Pastor Emily 

NEW BUSINESS 

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the problems with compliance with the Church Safety 

Policies by the Youth Fellowship leaders. 

After discussion, a motion was passed to change the leadership of Youth Fellowship. 

A Transition Team was appointed to ensure continuation of the Youth Fellowship program. 

The Church Council took this action with regret, but they deemed it necessary. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kandi Parker, Recording Secretary 

        The Church Council you voted in for 2021: 

Council Chair         Kris Coleman  
Recording Secretary       Kandi Parker  
Lay Leader          Ann Armel 
Lay Member to Annual Conference  Dave Shaw  
SPR Chair           Kandi Parker  
Trustees Chair         Gene Parker  
Finance Chair & Treasurer     Bryan Armel  
Education Chair         Suzanne Palmer  
Worship Chair         Jenny Zink  
Missions Chair         Linda Bell  
Safety Chair          Byron Coleman 
Membership/Nurture Chair     Carolyn Bentzen  
UMW President         Karen Birzer  
At-Large Members        Don A Schlaf  
              Robert Mitchell  
              Carrie Sheffield  

Starts January 11 through March 1 (8 weeks) 4-5:30 p.m. in       

Koelmel Hall.  Please wear masks.  Seating will be arranged 6 feet 

apart.   

If you haven’t already signed up, please call the church office.   

Thank you!   

Ann Armel, Lay Leader 

Psalms 



Worship Committee News ~ Thank YOU 
 
Thank you all for the beautiful poinsettias decorating our church!     
Thank you to the Cooks for decorating the church and putting 
everything away! 
Thank you to Dave Shaw and Ron Daniels for helping decorate 
the church and putting everything away! 
Thank you to the Safety Committee for keeping the church clean 
and safe for all who enter! 
Thank you Bryan Armel and all who help keep our online services 
going! 
Thank you to Donna Haman for keeping things blooming in the 
narthex!  (Did you see the corn growing?) 
 
Worship Committee meets Jan. 21 & Feb. 18 at 3:30 p.m.  We are 
looking for one more volunteer...see Jenny or Kandi if you’d like to 
join us.   
 
Communion elements will be available during church office hours 
in preparation for Communion Sunday Feb. 7. 
 
~ The Worship Committee 

UMW Meeting  -  No January meeting.  Next meeting scheduled for Feb. 10.  Mission Team 

meets at 10:30 a.m., Unit Meeting at Noon.  A confirmation email will be sent early February. 

 Naomi Circle  -  Next meeting scheduled for February 15, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  A     

meeting notice will be emailed to you early February to confirm meeting and location. 

Rebekah Circle  - Next meeting scheduled for February 16, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.    A 

meeting notice will be emailed to you early February to confirm meeting and location. 

UMW Mitten Tree  -   Thank you for all of the wonderful donations of mittens, hats, 

scarves and coats!  Annie Koelmel and Karen Birzer delivered 116 warm and cozy items to 

Eastside School for distribution to all Cody area children.   

A big thank you to Annette Stone for the wonderful job on compiling and printing the UMW Program 

Books for 2021.  They will be distributed at Circle Meetings and are available in the Church Office. 

As with all public meetings in the church, please wear a mask and maintain a social distance of 6 ft. 

Thank you for your support in slowing the spread of COVID-19. 
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January 2021 

Epiphany  

He is the Light of the World! 



 

 

Do not be afraid; for 
see – I am bringing 
you good news of 
great joy for all the 
people: to you is 
born this day in the 
city of David a     
Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  

Luke 2:10 (NRSV) 

 

CODY CUPBOARD UPDATE 

4
th

 quarter update  - December 2020 

October     80 Pounds 
November   140 Pounds 
December     48 Pounds 

Quarter Total      268 Pounds 

Year-to-Date   1,055 Pounds 

Please drop off donations  on the 1
st
 Sunday of each month! 

 
SCHOOLS BACK IN SESSION = HUNGRY KIDS! 
 

THANK YOU CUMC!    KEEP ON GIVING.  

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a BLESSED NEW YEAR! 

YOUR MISSIONS TEAM 

 

Cody United Methodist Church 

PO Box 1416 

Cody WY 82414 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  John 21:15 


