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“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” – Isaiah 43:19 NRSV 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Cody UMC,  

This year is flying by fast! May will come and go so quickly. That seems to be a consistent feeling, no 
matter what is going on. I remember getting ready for high school graduation in May of 2013 and 
could not wait for the next chapter of my life to begin. Those following four years in college felt long, 
but when May 2017 came around the corner it just zoomed by. Then the pattern continued with  
seminary - three very, very long years, and then boom - graduation!  

I remember the fear and joy that I felt with each of these new chapters in my life. I was preparing for 
something new - a new environment, new ways of learning, new friends, and new adventures. I also 
encountered God in new ways. I saw God present in my life in ways that I hadn’t felt before. I knew 
God was always present, but I was more aware of how God was present and allowed myself to live 
in the fullness of God’s presence more openly.  

This season is one where we are all experiencing a new thing, not just our graduates. Some of you 
may become empty nesters, some of you may be retiring, change in career, moving, or embarking 
on something entirely different. Sometimes these changes happen so fast, we are not prepared for 
what the changes will bring. Some changes we have been waiting for, and yet somehow they still 
shake us in ways we were not anticipating. While there may be some fear, we should embrace this 
change graciously.  

There are new things unfolding. Moments where we get to experience the Divine in ways that spring 
forth a new thing. We may not recognize it right away, and that is okay. This is a chance for us to 
simply be present in the change and give thanks to God. May we look towards change with new eyes 
and embrace it with open arms. Live in the moments and see what new things emerge! 

 

Peace and Blessings,  

     Pastor Emily 

Pastor Emily L Rettinghouse 



New Church Management Software 

 
The Administrative Council after recommendation from the Finance Committee has established a 

group to evaluate replacing our church management software. The group consisting of Bryan  

Armel, Gene Parker, Pat Salyer, Dave Shaw, and Ann Armel have selected a program for further 

evaluation. The program could potentially replace our current contribution software, online     

software, and finance software with a single software package. This would result in an overall 

cost savings. In addition, the new software package would also provide us with additional        

capabilities. 

The group intends to conduct evaluation and testing of the software in May. If we decide to     

purchase the software, it will among other things help increase our online capabilities for the 

church and congregation. Stay tuned for additional information in future newsletters.  

I wanted to share some information with those of you who are contributing using our online giving 

capability. If we do adopt the software, we will have a new online giving program. We will make 

sure that we allow for overlap of the new software with our existing software for a few months to 

help existing givers make the transition. I will also be available to help people through the       

transition. This transition will not happen until the summer at the earliest. If you have any      

questions, feel free to contact me. 

Bryan Armel 
Finance Chair 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Congratulations to our                            

High School Graduates! 

 Karsten Stone 

 Keaton Stone 

 Elaine Seibert 

Blessings to these young leaders! 

Join us Senior Sunday, May 23 to honor 

these grads! 



UMW & Circle News 
UMW Spring Fling & Baby Shower, Wednesday May 12, Luncheon at Noon, 
followed by the baby shower for Pastor Emily & Alex!   

All ladies of the church invited to attend.  Let’s celebrate Spring together...wear 
your lovely spring hats and party clothes!   

Naomi Circle ~ Monday, May 17, 6:30 p.m. at the Church, hosted by Lynn and 
Sheron. 

Rebekah Circle ~ Tuesday, May 18, 1:00 p.m. at the Church, hosted by Marcia and 
Sondra. 

We look forward to our annual UMW Picnic in the Park, scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 11, NOON, at Mentock Park.  Mark your calendars, save the date, join us, 
please.  More details to come in the June Newsletter. 

Blessings, Karen Birzer, UMW President 

SPR Committee News: 

Hi Everyone!  The SPR Committee has been working on finding   
candidates for the Music Director’s position which will be vacated by 
Craig Olson when he retires at the end of May.  We have also been 
addressing Pastor Emily’s maternity leave which starts on July 1 and 
ends on September 16.  There have been 10 individuals /groups who 
have volunteered to step in for Pastor on the 10 Sundays that she will 
be on leave.  A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to all who volunteered to 
serve our church in this way!  



UMW & Circles Invite You to a 

Baby Shower & Mother’s Day Luncheon 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at Noon 

Cody United Methodist Church, Koelmel Hall 

All Ladies Invited! 

Ladies Spring Fling!  Hats & Gloves! 

A gift registry can be found on Amazon at: 

     https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/emily-rettinghouse-july-2021-cody/3QZ1PSESMK0UZ 

The UMW and Circles are purchasing a large gift 

item.  Your individual gifts are an added joy! 

(Lynn Whitmer is collecting donations for the large UMW gift.) 

https://www.amazon.com/baby-reg/emily-rettinghouse-july-2021-cody/3QZ1PSESMK0UZ


So much to celebrate! 

Maundy Thursday 

Easter Sunday 

Youth Group           

Bowling Night 

Adelaide turns 3! 
UMW Installation of New Officers 



In MAY we pray for the following families:  Jenkins, Kelley, Kloberdanz, Koelmel, Lampe, 

Landers, LeFevre, Lenik, Leroux, Little, Long, Love, Lovgren, Lutz, Lyons, and Lawler. 

Worship Committee News 

Holy Week was one to be remembered at Cody UMC.  The services for Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, Saturday afternoon/evening and Easter Sunday were well 
attended.   

The pictures tell a 1000 words.  A Wonderful celebration of Easter Sunday was followed by an 
Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch served to many in Koelmel Hall after the service.  During the   
Easter service it was with great joy we presented Pastor Emily with her welcoming gift...a new 
robe and stole.  Many thanks to our Committee and Team Members - special thanks to all who 
helped with setting up and decorating, meal preparation, cleaning up and all of our readers for 
each service! Kudos to our actors (Peter/Cap, John/Gene, Judas/Jack, Jesus/Alex and our   
Narrator/Denise) for the Last Supper Play.  A team of wonderful volunteers:  Francie Audier,  
Linda & Cap Bell, Sandy Mercer, Kandi & Gene Parker, Pat Salyer, Lynn Whitmer, Kris & Byron       
Coleman,  Ann & Bryan Armel, and Pastor Emily.   

May brings us Mother's Day, Memorial Day and Peace with Justice Sunday. 

May 2   Communion Sunday      

May 9   We will celebrate our ladies in the Church.  

May 23  Senior Sunday—honoring our High School Grads!  Karsten, Keaton & Elaine! 

    Craig Olson retires as our Music Director today...We will miss him!                 
    Wishing Craig and Char all the best and wonderful adventures ahead!  

May 30   Peace with Justice Sunday.  The Cranes & Banner will hang in the Sanctuary.   

 

Readers for May:    May 2   Gil Curry 

                                 May 9    Jenny Zink 

                                 May 15  Jack Wagner 

                                 May 23  Suzanne Palmer 

                                 May 30  Pat Salyer  

 

Ushers are needed for the Sundays in May.  Please contact Jenny Zink if you would like to     
volunteer!  Thank you! 
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MAY 2021 

Thank You 

Craig! 



 

...you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is 
this, You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  
There is no other     
commandment greater 
than these.” 

Mark 12:30-31 (NRSV) 

 

 

CODY CUPBOARD UPDATE 

 

 

379 pounds of food donated by CUMC to-date! 

 

Summer months are coming and kids are out of school 

at the end of May.  Without regular school meals, the 

need is even bigger to donate to local food programs. 

 
 
 
 

THANK YOU CUMC!    KEEP ON GIVING.  

 

Cody United Methodist Church 

PO Box 1416 

Cody WY 82414 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  John 21:15 


