
  THE BELL TOWER 

 
 
 

 
Emilyôs Chronicles 
 

 
ñBeloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall 
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is.ò 1 John 3:2 

 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ of Cody UMC,  

Summer will soon be over, and we will be preparing for the fall. It is hard to imagine that fall is 
nearly upon us, and it feels as though there is still so much to do. Much of this year has been 
very different, and difficult. Many plans have either changed or have been cancelled entirely. 
Many students missed out on so much in this school year. Family get-togethers and celebrations 
have been rearranged.  

Although this has not been the year we had all envisioned, I believe we have learned many 
things about ourselves and our world. Things have been revealed to us that maybe we did not 
realize until now. God has made Godôs presence known through the acts of compassion, under-
standing, and community. God was present during and after the storm in this case.  

Things are slowly starting to change. There are steps being made towards opening up, with   
caution and with care for others. We are awaiting eagerly for change. We are desperately waiting 
for things to return to normal, or as normal as they can be.  

I hope we use this time as a means of focus and of embracing the unknown. May we focus on 
the people and things in our lives that give us hope and encouragement. May we look for new 
ways to see God in our lives. Godôs presence is constant, and God is just as eager as we are to 
dive into this new season of change, restoration, and hope. Things will continue to be revealed to 
us even in the midst of this uneasiness. Let us prepare for the season ahead, and look to God for 
guidance and hope. Amen. 

 

Peace and Blessings,  

Pastor Emily L Rettinghouse 

Pastor Emily L Rettinghouse 

 

August 2020 



Administrative Church Council Minutes July 7, 2020 

Discussion of Minutes 
 June 18, 2020 Minutes Approved 
 
 Visitors:  Kathy Teten and Gretchen Henrich 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Committee Reports 

Nurture: 
 Membership/Nurture 

 The Committee is working on a list of new members to be recognized possibly during         
 worship.  There will be no picnic this summer.  

 Worship Committee 

 This month the Cranes were displayed for worship as well as other pertinent                          
 banners. Discussion and planning is continuing on the Blessing of the Animals service. 

 Pastor Emily will be meeting with the Worship Committee soon. 

 The new name tags have been completed and will be handed out at the July 12
th
 Worship   

 service by Dave and Carolyn.  A special Thanks to Larry Zink for making the tag boxes! 

 Education 

 The Education Committee will be having a meeting soon to develop a plan for Sunday School 
 and Youth Group. 

 UMW 

 UMW recently asked for input from their members about the Annual Picnic.  

 The discussions have included COVID19 regulations that would be necessary for the picnic.  
 As a result, the UMW Annual Picnic is canceled for this year.  (Edit added after meeting.) 

Outreach: 

 Missions 

 The Lenten Mission went well considering the COVID19 situation. Thanks to all for participating 
 with the mission! 

 The Mission Committee is working on a mission project for the Fall. 

Witness: 

 Lay Leader 

 Ann informed us about the proposed new Online Visitation Program.  There will be a need for 
 someone to oversee the daily operation with óthe boardô, key people for reporting, and a      
 Program Administrator.  Discussions are continuing about the Program. 

 



 Discipling Team 

 The Team has been filling in during Sunday Worship when necessary since COVID19 began. 

 Gretchen and Ann would like to offer the Social Principles Class that was going to begin this 
 Spring.  Please let them know if you would like to participate in this class. They would also be 
 happy to offer a óDiscipleôs Pathô class and a óDiscipleôs Heartô class if there is interest. 

Resource (structure, administration) 

 Trustees 

 Almost everything has been completed at the Parsonage. Which includes: painting, texturing, 
 replacing the kitchen faucet, carpet cleaning, window cleaning on the inside, and various 
 small fix ups.  The repairing and cleaning of the windows will be completed soon. 

 Alex Rettinghouse will be installing the tub surround in the front bathroom and the Trustees 
 will complete the plumbing after the install. 

 A big Thank You to the Trustees for their great work on the Parsonage! 

Finance - Report at the end of the Ad Council Minutes on page 5. 

Staff Parish Relations 

 Due to COVID19, the Committee was only able to give Pastor Karen a brief óGoodbyeô and 
 give Pastor Emily and Alex a brief óWelcomeô.   

 The Committee recently completed Staff Evaluations for Karen Bree, Craig Olson, and Pastor 
 Karen.   

 Staff Evaluations for Ron Daniels, Pat Salyer, and Kywani Heath will begin probably in August. 

Visitor Remarks 

 Kathy Teten, Church Youth Coordinator, requested a meeting with Ad Council to discuss what 
 direction would be appropriate for Youth Fellowship considering COVID19. She would like to 
 start Youth Fellowship meetings, possibly, the second week in September.  

 Kathy will get in touch with the parents to get their input about how and when to start meeting. 

 After much discussion, Pastor Emily suggested that we need to develop a written policy that    
 Includes guidelines that are appropriate for our youth. 

 Action: Ad Council approved, by consensus, to start working on the Youth Policy. 

Safety Committee 

 Time to Open Up? 

 Kris opened this discussion reminding the Council where we started and where we are now.  
 She also reminded us that the guidelines we are using now are a compilation of CDC, Church 
 Mutual, Governor Gordon, Park County Health and Mountain Sky Conference.   

 After much discussion it was decided that our best effort would be to change the   
 guidelines for Worship. 

 



Thank you, Thank you to our Mask Makers! 

Thank you for Jann Smith, Lynn Whitmer, Ann Armel and Annette Stone for    

protective and versatile face masks!   

Thank you Ron Daniels and Safety Team for keeping our church home so clean! 

Proposed changes: 

¶ Everyone will still be asked to wear a mask.  

¶ Everyone will have the opportunity to sit wherever they choose in the Sanctuary and with    
whomever they choose.  

¶ Social Distancing is still recommended but it will be left up to each Congregant. 

¶ This is contingent upon how COVID19 trends down and restrictions in the State are relaxed. 

¶ All members will be contacted prior to July 26
th
 to review these changes. 

 Action: Policy Approved 

Our Life Together Moments During Worship 

  July 12
th
 Worship ï Pastor Emily ï information about Mask and Self Seating Policy   

Next Meeting:   August 4, 2020 @ 7:00pm 

YOUTH GROUPðTentative start date Wednesday, September 16 at 7:30 p.m. in Koelmel 

Hall.  (One time start time at 7:30 p.m.) 

This will be a meeting with parents and youth to determine course to follow for the fall/winter. It 

will also be a brief time to meet with Pastor Emily. 

One parent from each family should attend...an ALL YOUTH!   

Discussion on restrictions due to Covid-19 will be the main focus of our meeting. 

Regular Youth Group meetings will start Wednesday, Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m., unless determined 

otherwise. 

NIV Thinline Bibles will be ordered from Legends.  They will be given to each youth at our 

first meeting this fall.  Several congregation members indicated willingness to purchase one or 

more Bibles last winter before we were closed for worship and meetings.  The discounted price 

for a Bible is $24.  Anyone who made this generous offer, please get the money to the church 

office with a note that it is for a Youth Bible.  Thank you!  Kathy Teten 



FINANCE REPORT 
Summary 
Overall, we are in a stable position. The $21,900 Paycheck Protection Program loan that we         
received as part of the CARES Law helped us to weather the last three months. Under that loan we 
continued to pay staff at regular pay levels. Going forward with the rebound in giving and our general 
fund reserves we have a high degree of confidence that we can meet our expense budget including 
staffing for the remainder of the year.  

General Fund 
We ended 2019 with $105,000 in our General Fund. Currently we are at $95,000 in the general fund. 
The limited reduction is mainly due to the PPP loan that we received. The giving numbers rebounded 
significantly in June, with the reopening of Sunday Service. 
 
First a little background. For the last 2 years we have averaged $155,000 of giving to the general 
fund. As discussed in past newsletters, that level is not sufficient to cover our expenses and we are 
slowly cutting into our General Fund reserves. We had set a goal of increasing giving by 8% in 2020, 
to $166,500. To track our goal, we established year to date monthly goals. These monthly goals   
reflect our giving patterns from the last two years. The most influential of these patterns is that over 
25% of our annual giving occurs in November and December. 

At the end of February, we were within 3% of our goal. By the end of May we had fallen 15% below 
our goal. The substantial bump in June has put us back up to within 2% of our goal. We are hopeful 
that we can maintain this momentum going forward. As always our total yearly giving will be          
dependent on how well we maintain our levels through the slower summer months and how we finish 
the year in December. 

Other Funds 
Our designated funds took a hit with the economic downturn but have rebounded nicely in the last 
couple of months. While we will more than likely take a loss for the year, it will hopefully not           
approach the level of our losses in 2008. As a side note, given the continued contributions to the 
Good Samaritan Fund, we are still in a good position to continue our mission of helping families in 
need in the community. 

Spending 
For the first half of the year total general fund expenses are at 45%. There are only two areas in 
which there have been significant departures from what was expected. The first is in our payments to 
the Mtn Sky Conference for mission shares and apportionments are lower than budgeted. Because 
these items are tied to giving levels our payments have lagged. These levels will rebound if we meet 
our giving goals for the year. The second item is that Trustees custodial costs are about 10% above 
budget because of the increased purchases related to opening under COVID-19. 
One spending area that does not impact the general fund is the upgrade to the audio/visual system 
that supports Sunday worship and associated streaming. That effort is being funded by the 2

nd
     

Century Fund as a new mission area. To date, roughly $6,000 has been spent. Purchases included 
new equipment needed for streaming, as annual streaming service subscription, and replacing our 
older sound equipment (sound board, powered mixer, microphones). The last items to be upgraded 
are our powered amps that drive the sanctuary speakers. Those upgrades will occur this summer. 
Along with the sanctuary monitors we added a few years ago, these upgrades will give us a modern 
audio-visual system. 

One a side note, during April and March we averaged over 40 sign-ins to view our Sunday morning 
service, with another 20-30 viewing our service at other times. Those sign-ins represented 6-12    
different states depending on the Sunday. Since returning to live services we still have almost 20 
sign-ins for our Sunday morning service.    

Submitted by Bryan Armel, Finance Chair & Treasurer 



 We pray that you are well and finding wonderful projects at home!  

On a quiet day in August, try this scavenger hunt!  Send an email or 

call the church office with a list of the things youôve found and WIN 

a box of Cowtown Candy!          1st complete list wins!   



Worship Committee News: 

COMMUNION:  AUGUST 2
nd
  

The prepackaged cups/wafers we used in July will be used again for August.  We will distribute 

these as you enter church on August 2, and for those of you streaming and watching from 

home, we can offer the same to you.  We have made several extra in sealed baggies that 

can be picked up from the church office during office hours ï Monday through Thursday 

from 9AM to 1:30PM, July 28 through July 30.  Hope this helps you feel part of the service.   

 

THANKS: 

Many thanks to Dave Shaw for hanging and taking down the Cranes in the Sanctuary for the 

Peace with Justice Celebration which we kept up through July 4.   

Also, for assisting with hanging banners in the front windows ï Thank You Dave!  

LOOKING AHEAD: 

We are planning a ñBlessing of the Animalsò after Sunday Service outside on the lawn in 

September.  This has always been a warm and meaningful event for our Pet Owners and the 

community. We will advertise it in the Cody Enterprise and hopefully get some PR, along with 

inviting the community.  Look for more information in the announcements and September 

Newsletter. 

 
Did you notice the new Banner in the front window?  It tells a story on our current situation with 

restrictions that we have overcome ï we are once again able to come into the Sanctuary for 

worship on Sundays.    Thank God!  We can see each other and visit in person outside of the 

building and that is a blessing.   

Passing on something I heard the other day!  If you thank God after praying and seeing results 

ï That is Appreciationé.f you Thank God before the result ï Thatôs Faith.     

With Many BlessingséWorship Committee 



UMW & Circle News 

It is the consensus of our UMW Mission Team to cancel our annual summer 
picnic, scheduled for August 12.  In light of the continuing concerns of Covid-19, 
we feel this is the appropriate decision at this time.  We all look forward to when 
we can be back together again, and that time will come.  So, until we meet 
againéRemember that God continues to bless each one of us as we continue 
to trust Him more and more each day. 

Circles will decide in September on in-person meetings.   

~ Norma Schlaf and Carol Wagner 

Lee Morley will turn 99 years old on August 14, 2020.  Please make his birthday 

memorable by sending him a birthday card!  I am hoping he will receive 99 cards.  

On your card, please give him a reminder as to how you know him.   

Leeôs address is: 

141 Pioneer Home Drive 
Thermopolis, WY 82443 
 
Thank you!  Charla Gerbig (Leeôs daughter) 
 

(You can arrange to video chat with Lee!  Call Allison at Wyoming Pioneer Home at: 307-864-3151, ext. 

2022.) 

Greetings from your Mission Committee 

     We want to send a warm (it has been a little hot lately) greeting to all of you.  We are happy 
to be back in church, seeing all of our friends.  For those still at home, we wish you well and 
anticipate being able to greet you, in person, sometime soon.   

     Missions Committee is planning a special fall mission.  We will have details soon.  Until 
then we ask that you remember the Cody Cupboard and their need for food items.  When you 
deliver those items to them, tell them to credit the weight to the Cody United Methodist Church 
or write a note regarding the same.  You can also bring donations to the church now!   

     We look forward to a fun fall with many new challenges and inspirations ahead for us.  As 
always, we thank you for your generosity and enthusiasm when it comes to MISSIONS!   

Shalom 

ñHelloò from the 

Wards.   

We miss them! 
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old today! 
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10 am Sunday 
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10 am Sunday   

Worship 

 

In-Person & Live 

Stream 

     

 

   

 

  

30 31      

10 am  Sunday 

Worship 

In-Person & Live 

Stream 

      

August 2020 



 

ñBe quick to give a 
meal to the hungry, a 
bed to the home-
lessðcheerfully. Be 
generous with the   
different things God 
gave you, passing 
them around so all 
get in on it.ò    

1 Peter 4:9-10,              
The Message 

 

  

       Cody Cupboard Update 

2nd Quarter Totals: 

584.5 Pounds of Food 
 

Bring your donations to the church the 1st Sunday 

of the month!  We are accepting donations in the 

church again!  If you take a donation to Cody     

Cupboard, please include a note that it is from 

CUMC.   

    Thank you CUMC!  

    Your Missions Committee      

Cody United Methodist Church  

PO Box 1416  

Cody WY 82414  

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Jesus said to him, ñFeed my lambs.ò  John 21:15 

church website: https://www.codyumc.com 


